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Town of Bluffton Files Lawsuit Against Developers of Willow Run for Allegedly Violating Their 
Development Agreement Including Clear-Cutting 98% of Trees on Approximately 107.5 Acres 

 
 

The Town of Bluffton filed a lawsuit today in the Court of Common Pleas, 14th Judicial Circuit, 
against the developers of the Willow Run Tract for clear-cutting 98% of the trees on 
approximately 107.5 acres of the tract. The lawsuits alleges the developers of the Willow Run 
Tract, Indian Hill Associates, LLC and their contractor, Broad River Timber, LLC, removed trees, in 
quantity and quality, which violated the Development Agreement entered into between the 
Town of Bluffton and Indian Hill Associates, LLC. In addition, the Town alleges timber was 
unlawfully removed from a portion of property owned by the Town located adjacent to the 
Willow Run Tract.  
 
The Willow Run Tract is located at the south side of Highway 278, across from Indian Hill Baptist 
Church in the Town of Bluffton (380 Fording Island Road). The property is proposed to be a 
mixed-use development with residential, retail, restaurants and possibly two hotels.  The 
developer donated approximately 19.8 acres of the 163-acre parcel to the Town of Bluffton for 
municipal use, including affordable housing initiatives.    
 
The Development Agreement, known as the Ninth Amendment to the Buckwalter Development 
Agreement, committed the developers into a contract which dictated compliance to several 
specifications, including the following:  
 

 Town of Bluffton and Beaufort County Tree and Landscape ordinances, 

 Town of Bluffton Highway Corridor Overlay District for Bluffton Parkway, and 

 Protection of existing trees located within wetland areas. 
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The lawsuit states Town representatives were notified on or about June 9, 2014 of “significant 
tree-clearing” activities on the Willow Run Tract. Via the lawsuit, town representatives said it is 
their belief 98% of the 107.5 acres of the Willow Run Tract was clear-cut. The lawsuit further 
states Town officials believe approximately 5,800 hardwood trees, which were more than eight-
inches DBH (diameter at breast height), were removed from the Willow Run Tract in violation of 
the Buckwalter Development Agreement. 
 
In addition, the lawsuit further states approximately 350 hardwoods of 24 inches DBH (diameter 
at breast height) were removed from the Willow Run Tract. This is also in violation of the 
developer’s agreement. The Town also asserts in the lawsuit the majority of delineated wetlands 
and 50-foot buffers on the Tract were cleared in violation of the agreement as well.  
 
“I believe Indian Hill Associates violated their agreement and the Town’s environmental 
protections,” Town Manager Marc Orlando, said.  
 
The Town is seeking actual and punitive damages, including the profits derived from the willful 
and wanton breach of the Buckwalter Development Agreement.  The Town is asking the court to 
“disgorge” the property owner’s and contractor profits they realized, directly or indirectly, from 
the actions which violated their developer’s agreement.   

 
 
 

 


